Household Battery

Recycling Guide

This guide explains how to safely store and dispose of common household batteries.
The Department of Natural Resources recommends recycling many battery types by
taking them to a drop-off site. Batteries should never go in recycling bins.

Prepare & Store Batteries Battery Recycling
for Recycling Locations
Batteries can spark and start a fire if For lead-acid vehicle batteries:

damaged, or if the terminals touch metal
or each other. Many batteries, especially
lithium ion, pose a fire risk due to their

+ Bring to any Wisconsin retailer that sells
these batteries for recycling.

chemistries and ability to hold a charge. .  This service is free to customers who
‘ ' . buy a new battery. Retailers may charge
The following steps can lower risk of fire: a fee if customers bring in a used

- Puteach battery in an individual, clear battery without buying a new one.

plastic bag, or tape each battery's

terminals with clear packing tape. For all other types of batteries:

+  Keep battery labels visible. +  batterynetwork.org
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container. + Contact your local recycling program
b

(some sites may charge a fee or accept

+  Store swollen or damaged batteries in |
only certain battery types.)

sand or kitty litter.

« Take stored batteries to a drop-off
location frequently.

For a full list of electronics banned from the trash and to find
collection sites or mail-back programs,

visit our webpage: dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Ecycle
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Household Battery.»

Disposal Options &4

Follow the safety instructions on the front page to lower the risk of fire.

Banned From Trash,
Recycling Required

Lead Acid Vehicle Batteries
12V, 6V

Uses: cars, trucks, boats,
motorcycles, other vehicles

Lithium-lon Batteries

(!) When contained in
landfill-banned electronics

Uses: laptops, cellphones, other
portable electronics with screens

Okay For Trash

Alkaline

(Manganese) (single-use)
AAA, AA, C, D, 6V, 9V

Uses: flashlights, portable
electronics, smoke alarms

Carbon Zinc (single-use)
AAA, AA, C, D, 6V, 9V

Uses: toys, smoke alarms, remote
controls, garage door openers

Silver Oxide (sing/e-use)

Uses: watches, hearing aids, toys,
greeting cards, remote controls

Drop-off Site Recycling,
Recommended

Lithium / Lithium-lon
(Li / Li-ion)
3V, 6V, 9V, Button, AAA, AA, C, D

Uses: power tools, power banks, toys,
vacuums, lawn equipment, e-bikes

Nickel-Cadmium
(Ni-Cd) (rechargeable)

B AAA, AA, C, D, 6V, 9V

Uses: flashlights, toys, power tools,
computer packs, R/C hobby vehicles

Nickel-Metal Hydride
(Ni-HM) (rechargeable)
AAA, AA, C, D, 6V, 9V

Uses: same as nickel-cadmium (above)

Sealed Lead Acid

(Pb) (rechargeable)
2V, 6V, 12V

Uses: cameras, power tools, clocks,
wheelchairs, ATVs, metal detectors

Button Or Coin Batteries

(mostly single use, many now contain
lithium)

Uses: watches, hearing aids, small
portable electronics, toys, greeting
cards, remote controls



- & - The DNR commissions statewide waste characterization studies to
wnat Is endlng “n In better understand what Wisconsinites are throwing in the trash.
The most recent study occurred in 2020-2021. Prior studies were
Wisconsin |and'iII39 completed in 2002 and 2009. The results of these studies help
=
How we study waste

guide waste reduction and diversion efforts at the state,
Waste characterization studies are snapshots in time that reveal the composition and amount of landfilled materials

regional and local level.

Sites are selected across the state so The sector that generated the In fall 2020 and spring 2021, crews hand

conclusions can be drawn at the waste is recorded sorted 398 HMPIES of munifipﬂl solid
state and regional levels waste and visually inspected 659 samples

of construction and
demolition (C&D) debris
Samples of municipal solid
waste are pulled from trucks

entering the landfill or

transfer station Multi-family Ins‘:stutmr_la:.
residential s
a and industnal
Construction and  Single family Samples were sorted into 85 waste
demolition residential components that fall into eight

broad categories

What was discovered —

Analysis of the 2020-2021 data shows us that Wisconsinites are dedicated to waste reduction, but there is more we can do

Statewide waste categories Top five waste components statewide
Wasted food

top three categories 5% BTSSRI ()

top three categories

Organlcs ' The combined Other flexible films
30 4% 1,322,200 tons of organics percentage of wasted 729 _ e
- Includes wasted food, food scraps and yard waste food and food scraps
(20.5%) is roughly double Food scraps

924,900 tons of paper the percentage found T\k_.

Includes cardboard, compostable paper and office paper in 2009 (10.5%) 6% _ g}'\:ﬁ:
and 2002 (10.2%) , a—

745,600 tons of plastic Textiles

Includes plastic bottles, plastic wrap and other flexible films 5.5% _

Compostable paper =

3% [ |

Construction &
demolition
debnis

Problem

materials, includes The weight of landfilled
TVs and monitors
decreased by 85%

appliances, batteries
and sharps

when compared to the

Improperly disposed 2009 study results

of sharps, such as
needles and lancets

Combined, residential
and commercial sectors
threw away an estimated
WHIE Sounrs S Wisconsin's electronics recycling law A
\ - in 2020
of every five which establishes a statewide recycling of recyclables " :
(203%} samples program and bans certain electronics from valued at $76 million

landfill disposal, went into effect in 2010
Reducing landfilled waste

Reducing what we throw away supports Wisconsin's economy, helps the environment and saves valuable landfll space

The amount of landfilled roofing
shingles in the C&D waste stream has
decreased significantly from 29.5% in

2009 to 10% in 2020, likely due

to the increased use of reclaimed

shingles in asphalt roads

Organics make up roughly a third of the waste
from single family and multi-family residences, meaning

simple household practices can hav_e- a'majnr impact Using Drffﬂmfﬂdﬂ;ﬂgdthﬁd Approximately 19% of landfilled
S PRSI (2 AT T ORI IS s aTngudn;;a::Taidﬁ?;d ?,:I waste could be diverted by households, businesses
2020 would reduce and institutions taking full advantage of existing
oo as much municipal recycling programs
5 : ! greenhouse gas throughout the state
——— emissions as taking
i | 592,035 passenger

vehicles off the

Shop with a plan Store food to  Compost food scraps road for a year —
extend its life and yard materials . = 0 0

Go to dnr.wi.gov and seach “waste” to view waste reduction resources, access studies and reports

L=

and learn more about waste regulations in Wisconsin

Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
Waste and Materials Management Program
P.O. Box 7921, Madison, Wi 53707
DMRWasteMaterials@wistonsm.gov
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